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INTRODUCTION  
 
Good morning ladies and gentlemen and thank you 
for coming this morning. 
 
The purpose of this gathering today is to embark on 
my quest to contribute to a historic conversation 
about leadership and its role in spearheading 
transformational change for a better Malawi.  
 
Ladies and Gentleman, ours is a country where 
diverse ethnic groups, different religious groups and 
vibrant cultures have lived in harmony in pursuit of a 
secure and prosperous nation at ease with itself. 
 
However, significant challenges remain. 
 
For example 
 

 Our schools lack basic learning materials and 
most of them remain in a dilapidated state. 

 Our hospitals continue to lack essential 
medicines. 

 Our university education is in a sorry state. 

 Small businesses are struggling to survive and 
some are on the verge of collapse 
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 The cost of living has gone up thus increasing 
poverty 

 The future of our main export tobacco is 
uncertain owing to political interference 

 Above all else we are also failing to create jobs 
for our ever increasing youthful population. 

 Infrastructure development has stalled and our 
power generation is inadequate. 

 
My purpose today is not to read a long list of 
Malawi’s problems but as a young politician I seek to 
contribute to the rich debate on the need to re-think 
our strategy for sustainable development. 
 
And I know that this is a conversation that everyone 
in Malawi is having from: the peasant farmer, civil 
servant, a vendor plying his trade in the streets of 
the major cities and towns, well- established 
business people and politicians, 
 
I want to initiate this dialogue by sharing with you the 
following: Who am I, what do I believe in. 
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WHO IS ATUPELE MULUZI? 
 
I know that all of us share a deep love and 
conviction for our country. Surely each one of us has 
our own individual story.  
 
I stand here as one of those persons with my own 
story – in short, 
 
I began my journey in 1978. My father a Yao from 
Kapoloma village, T/A Kapoloma in Machinga and 
my mother, a Chewa from Masula village T/A 
Masula in Lilongwe.  Thus, I am a product of two 
cultures and customs. 
 
I was born in a political family.  Therefore, politics 
has been part of my life. I also had the privilege of 
being educated in both in Malawi and the United 
Kingdom. I am a solicitor by training. 
 
This exposure and most importantly experience 
helped me acquire very key attributes: a) An ability 
to interact and co-exist with people from different 
backgrounds b) independence whilst embracing co-
existence with others; c) hard work and tenacity d) 
ability to be a good team builder and player as well 
as a deep love and pride for my country. 
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Through my family, I was taught the importance of 
sharing even when one has little. To this day, I 
absolutely believe that every child in this country 
deserves to be given the same opportunity, 
encouragement and aspiration to succeed in life. 
 
I have been privileged enough to get a lot and I now 
want to give more so as to make a difference in the 
lives of many Malawians.  
 
The turbulent periods of my life have also taught me 
that freedoms and opportunities are precious gifts 
that must be safe-guarded and never to be taken for 
granted. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: freedom, democracy, 
tolerance, fairness, social justice and good 
governance are more than a set of ideals randomly 
picked from books. They are my core beliefs and 
values.   
 
And I have absolute clarity that my destiny is to 
serve Malawi in realizing these ideals.   
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Now, the tenets that I have highlighted above are 
indeed an end in themselves. But most importantly, 
they are also a means to transforming our society so 
that it can deliver on:  wealth creation, service 
delivery and social justice and fairness. 
 
I will focus on two tenets that are key to the 
transformation in our society: a) our economy and b) 
our social /political institutions.  
 
 
TRANSFORMATION AREA 1: OUR ECONOMY 
 
Malawi had over the years achieved sound 
macroeconomic successes. We had benefited from 
donor confidence and we had qualified for debt relief. 
Economic growth averaged around 6.5 per cent and 
inflation contained within single digits.  We have 
come a long way in feeding ourselves. But this 
nation needs to make critical progress in the 
following areas: 
 
 The benefits of macro-economic achievements 

have to work for all ordinary Malawians; 
especially poor people. This is what inclusive 
growth is all about. 
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 We need to re-think about how we can create 
decent paying jobs through new investments, 
support small businesses and entrepreneurs 
who are the lifeblood of our economy.  

  
 We need to create an enabling environment for 

Malawian businesses, large and small, so that 
they can make the most of the advantages of 
globalization and regional integration which offer 
remarkable opportunities by creating a profitable 
movement of goods and services, that broaden 
the chances to travel to new markets for our 
businesses. 
 

 
TRANSFORMATION AREA 2: OUR SOCIAL-
POLITICAL ARENA  
 
Malawi is also currently undergoing major 
challenges and is in need of a major transformation 
in the social political arena. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, these, I consider are some 
of the key areas requiring serious attention and 
action within this realm:  
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 We need to strengthen state institutions tasked 
with public service delivery in key areas of 
health, education, agriculture. This includes 
exploring opportunities for enhanced 
public/private partnerships for service provision. 
 

 We need to strengthen accountability and 
transparency mechanisms between the state 
and its citizens. Malawians should be vested 
with power to act on their own choices and hold 
decision makers to account. The voice of 
women and other vulnerable groups should be 
heard and responded upon. 

 
 That process begins by ensuring that we have 

elected representatives at local level. This 
process says ‘no one is less important’ and 
encourages a sense of patriotism, self respect 
and dignity. 

 
 Strengthen our Public Finance Management 

systems to encourage transparency and 
accountability in use of public funds; so at to 
curb corruption. 
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 Pursue political party reforms to allow for 
freedom of exchange of ideas, transparent 
election of leaders and responsiveness to party 
membership. 

 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

 
Allow me to briefly comment on our international 
relations. 
 
Let me at this juncture pay gratitude to our traditional 
development partners with whom Malawi has 
enjoyed a most cordial relationship over so many 
years. 
 
Let me single out Great Britain and Ireland, The 
United States of America, Germany, Norway and 
others. We remain confident that this friendship will 
grow from strength to strength. 

 
I would also like to state here that we also welcome 
our many new friends and in particular the  People’s 
Republic of China. The country offers Malawi 
amongst others the potential of being its largest 
market for our agricultural produce and minerals.  
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DECLARATION 
 
Ladies and gentlemen if we are really serious about 
changing our politics in this country, we must start 
from our political parties. 

That process begins by promoting Women and the 
Youth. 

We need to intensify efforts and actions to redress 
the existing persistent gender disparities in our 
country, which hamper the full participation of 
women in our society.  

We need to inspire young people, give them the 
confidence to challenge what they see and to dream 
great things, and empower them to influence their 
own lives, their own futures. 

It is also about respect for our party constitutions 
which must not be optional but a requirement.  
 

There is also a need to give room for new talent. 
That does not mean however, that it is  just about 
new faces and more of the same. No, what we need 
is a whole new way of thinking and a different 
mindset altogether. 

Let us not stifle debate from within our political 
parties because that is the only way we can bring 
about innovation and new ideas. 
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We must not be rigid or resist change. 

 

Above all our party membership must be given 
opportunities to choose leaders of their choice 
through free and fair elections.  

 

That is what a democracy is all about. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, I hope that some of the 
ideas that I have outlined above begin to give you a 
sense of what my convictions for transformation are; 
as I continue to serve my beloved country. These 
have also been enriched by my interactions with 
many Malawians; coupled with questions about how 
I wish to structure my contributions in the future. 
Ladies and gentlemen; 
 
I believe that Malawi is at the cross roads of change. 
It needs credible transformational leaders who will 
deliver a clear vision, values and aspirations of its 
people. 
 
Many Malawians have asked me not only to be part 
of the ‘Change Team’ but lead it. 
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It is for this reason that today I humbly accept your 
call to put up my name for nomination as a 
presidential aspirant in the 2014 general elections. 
 
However, I believe the power to elect a presidential 
candidate for the UDF party rests in the hands of the 
people through a free and fair process. 

 
I stand on the platform of change, new ideas, new 
politics, new thinking and I intend to meet as many 
ordinary Malawians as possible over the next few 
years in order to find out from them what most they 
care about and would like to see changed. This will 
always remain an ongoing process if you place your 
trust in me. 
 
As the Chichewa proverb, says: “Mutu umodzi 
susenza denga”. Together we can do it and together 
we are agents of that change that we all yearn for.  
 
There is an old African proverb that says that if you 
want to go fast you go alone but if you want to go far 
then you go together. I therefore urge Malawians to 
join me to a brighter more prosperous future. 
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Our vision for the future will be people centered. We 
need to articulate issues in line with people’s needs 
through listening to what they want us to do for them. 
I want to be your servant. 
 
I thank you very much for your attention. 
 
   
  


