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RESPONSE TO THE STATE OF THE NATION ADDRESS DELIVERED BY HER EXCELLENY MRS JOYCE BANDA 

AT THE BUDGET MEETING OF PARLIAMENT ON 18th MAY 2012 BY The LEADER OF DPP IN 

PARLIAMENT HON. DR GEORGE THAPATULA CHAPONDA ON 22nd MAY 2012. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am pleased to respond to the State of the Nation Address delivered in this august 

house by Her Excellency the President Mrs. Joyce Banda at the opening of the Budget Meeting of 

Parliament on the 18 th May 2012. 

 

First of all, on behalf of my President Professor Arthur Peter Mutharika, the Mutharika family and the 

Democratic Progressive Party, I would like to thank most profoundly Her Excellency the President, Mrs. 

Joyce Banda, Speaker of Parliament Rt Hon Chimunthu Banda and all Honorable Members of Parliament 

and indeed the entire nation for according to our late President Ngwazi Professor Bingu Wa Mutharika, 

a dignified burial befitting a Head of State. From our perspective, this was a demonstration of your love 

for the late President. In addition, we are grateful to the President for considering appointing a 

commission of enquiry to investigate the death of the late President. It is the hope of the family and 

indeed the DPP that this will include interviewing those who were celebrating after the death of the late 

President and slaughtering cows as well as interviewing some of the Prophets who were at the forefront 

of making public announcements relating to the time and death of the President. 

 

Let me also take this opportunity to add that our President Professor Arthur Peter Mutharika, the 

Mutharika family and the DPP felt that the remarks made by the Leader of Opposition Hon JZU Tembo 

yesterday relating to the late President were very unAfrican. The late President has died and it is 

unacceptable on his part to make disparaging remarks for someone who has died. His entire speech was 

intended to discredit the memory of Bingu which is unfortunate. We shall not refer this matter any 

longer. However, we wanted once again for the record for the house to know that the party and family 

are not happy with what he said yesterday and it was certainly uncalled for. Indeed many saw his speech 

as a climax of those who were celebrating the late President's death. I refuse to believe that he could be 

one of them. 

 

Contrary to what was said by the Leader of the Opposition and others, let me remind this house and the 

entire nation that the late President was highly regarded in Africa and the world at large for his visionary 

leadership and positive contribution to Malawi and Africa. A renowned economist and Special Advisor to 

the United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon on the Millennium Development Goals, Jeffry Sachs 

in his tribute to the late President Bingu wa Mutharika hailed him for overcoming "chronic hunger", food 

insecurity and periodic extreme famines in the country. In his article published in the New York Times 

after Mutharika's death, Sachs says that Mutharika will be remembered for his positive legacy of 

providing a key for Africa's future development and escape from poverty. He went on to say that “Until 

his final two years, Mutharika had actually engineered an agriculture-led boom in Malawi, one that 

pointed a way for Africa to overcome its chronic hunger, food insecurity and periodic extreme famines. 

Sachs further stated “Mutharika goes to his grave widely despised by his own countrymen, and 

unknown to most of the world. Yet many missteps he may have made in the last years, his positive 
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legacy remains historic.''. In Africa, one of his legacies in the African Union is the adoption of the policy 

that no African child should die hungry and this remains one of the priorities in the African Union. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, as the DPP as well as his family, we appreciate very much the President’s 

pronouncements since the demise of the late President especially the spirit of reconciliation and 

forgiveness. We hoped that this would have been followed by setting up of a Peace and Reconciliation 

Committee emulating what was done in South Africa. Contrary to this expectation, our major concern as 

a Party is that the President has indicated in her speech the establishment of committees to investigate 

various issues. if such committees are not properly handled, they could turn out to be instruments for 

witch hunting and retribution. This reminds me of the case at the secondary school where I was. The 

Form three students would tease Form one students and when the later complained to the Form Four 

students, the later would outwardly appear to be sympathetic but in private encourage the senior 

students to continue teasing those in the lower classes. We are making such conclusion judging for 

example, from what the President has been informed to have been done by the so called mid night six 

coup plotters. The former Cabinet was merely seeking the Constitutional Court to interpret Section 85 of 

the Constitution to determine whether someone from another party other than the ruling Party could 

become President in the event of the office holders incapacitation or death especially as the 

Constitution is silent on the same but clear on the Second Vice President. This legal process of referring 

the matter to the Constitutional Court was stopped immediately and the then Vice President who is now 

President was sworn in as President. The President was informed later of this situation by most of the 

then cabinet members even though others pretended that they were not involved in order to buy favors 

with the President. The fact of the matter is that this legal process involved all the former Cabinet 

members who were at the time in the country. I am saying so because I was outside the country but I 

have authoritatively been told of what happened. Hence, it is our hope that the committee established 

to investigate this matter will be independent and come out with objective findings and will not be used 

as an instrument for impunity or retribution. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, with regard to the gist of the speech of the President, I would like to congratulate the 

President for her dreams on a number of sociological and economic issues affecting the country. She is 

indeed an ardent follower of the former President who dreamt in color. She did not tell us whether she 

was dreaming in black and white or color. Whatever the case, it is gratifying that she has a dream. We 

were impressed with the dream of the late President as he was an implementer and will always be 

fondly remembered for saying that the work of his hands will bear witness to his accomplishments. It is 

therefore, our hope that President Mrs. Joyce Banda will ensure that her dreams come true through 

effective implementation. This is being said after observing the manner in which she has handled the 

issue of devaluation. First, her government made an untimely announcement of the then impending 

devaluation. This sent shock waves across the country and some shrewd businessmen hoarded their 

goods awaiting the devaluation. Second, the basic principle of economics is that when you devalue, you 

need to have some reserve of forex in the Reserve Bank as a backup. This was not the case. This has led 

to floating of the Kwacha. Third, the devaluation was done without taking into account the safety nets 

which the Bingu administration took pains to negotiate with the IMF in order to avoid negative impact of 

the devaluation on the common person in the rural area. As we are aware, there is already great 
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suffering of the people in the rural areas and one does not even find forex which was being promised. 

Those who have gained from the devaluation are the traders who have hiked their prices on all their 

commodities. Even the workers in all the industries, civil servants and even all of us Parliamentarians 

have been affected in one way or another by the devaluation. 

 

One painful statement in all this is the statement by the government through the Reserve Bank, "that 

workers should not expect a pay rise but endure". Let us hope that the Minister of Finance will reveal to 

the nation the IMF package and measures being done to address the situation. In other words from my 

party's perspective, this IMF package should have been negotiated and implemented before or 

simultaneously as the devaluation was being effected and not the other way round. In this context, let 

me make it absolutely clear that the Bingu administration was never against devaluation as some people 

tend to think. The late President merely was emphasizing that the IMF should come out with a firm 

commitment on the package which would cushion the effects of the devaluation on the common man in 

the rural areas such as providing for additional public works program and so on. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the introduction of the President’s speech much has been said about tribalism. This 

is strange because the Bingu administration merely moved existing civil servants into particular key 

strategic services depending upon their educational and professional background and loyalty. This also 

happens even in the civilized societies like the USA and Britain. It is common for the government to have 

trusted persons in key positions including the State Residence. For example, in the USA, the brother of 

Robert Kennedy was appointed Attorney General when his brother was President of the country. We 

also hear of terms like filibustering in USA which are used to reflect similar dynamics of politics. Even in 

the current administration of Joyce Banda, the appointments have included family members and certain 

favorites and none can blame her. The major concern of the country is the illegal and speed of the 

manner in which it is being done. 

 

It has also been observed, Mr. Speaker, Sir that on page 10 paragraph three of the Speech of the 

President, there is reference to restoring relations with the international community. This is another 

positive follow-up on the part of the President. However, this was an issue which was being pursued by 

the Bingu administration. At the time of the death of the late President the Government had already 

received commitment from the British Government that they were restoring relations and were about 

to send an Ambassador. We had also received formal commitment of establishing diplomatic relations 

from other countries mentioned on the last paragraph of page 53 of the speech. Furthermore, a 

Malawian High Commissioner to UK was designated. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, we applaud the President for stating on page 7 (a) of her speech that she will restore 

"the rule of law in this country where impunity will no longer be tolerated". In addition on page 50, we 

note with appreciation her statement that she will engage in the "promotion and protection of human 

rights, democracy, the rule of law and access to justice as provided for in the Constitution". While this is 

the case, we are surprised with what is happening which is contrary to the principle of rule of law and 

corporate governance. Some of the contracts of senior civil servants like the former Head of Anti-

corruption Bureau Mr. Nampota, former Governor of Reserve Bank Dr. Ligoya and former Chief 
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Executive Officer of Malawi Broadcasting Corporation Mr. Malopa, the Malawi Ambassador to India and 

26 former Presidential aides and many others have been terminated unilaterally and with impunity. Not 

of least importance is the fact that she has gone further to appoint staff without following normal 

administrative procedures such as the appointment of the new Heads of the Malawi Broadcasting 

Corporation and Malawi Savings Bank. For example, Section 92 (1) of Part 1X of the Malawi 

Communications Regulatory Act of 1998 provides that appointment of the Corporation's Director 

General who is the Chief Executive shall be done by the Board. All these negative developments augur 

badly for the future. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the President has directed in her speech for repeal of some listed laws which were duly 

passed by this august house. It is felt that the President's directive tend to overlook the role of the Law 

Commission which is provided in Section 132 of the Constitution which is "to review and make 

recommendations relating to the repeal and amendment of laws". Hence, the procedure adopted by the 

Bingu administration of referring the so called "bad laws" to the Law Commission was appropriate and 

in keeping with the powers of the Law Commission provided in the Constitution. Moreover, most of the 

laws which are the subject for repeal had emanated from the Law Commission. Before the law was 

passed by the National Assembly, the Law Commission had produced a report based on their 

consultation with all the relevant stake holders. Having produced the report, the Ministry of Justice 

drafted the Bill which was examined by the Cabinet and subsequently gazetted for twenty eight days 

before the Bill was introduced in Parliament. While in Parliament, the Bill was debated and in some 

cases referred to the Legal Affairs Committee for further scrutiny and thereafter brought back into the 

house for debate. When the Bill is passed by Parliament after First, Second and Third Reading, it is then 

sent to the President for assent. In all these stages the Honorable Members of Parliament are exercising 

their powers provided in Section 8of the Constitution which provides that: " The legislature when 

enacting laws shall reflect in its deliberations the interests of all the people of Malawi and shall further 

the values explicit or implicit in this Constitution" 

 

If the laws were sent to the Law Commission, the process would have commenced by the Law 

Commission of interviewing various stakeholders at one point or another. We hope that such law and 

others on the list will be thoroughly debated in the House according to our procedures as they contain 

some legislation that is good for the country. Also we should be very careful that the process is not 

dictated by donors. For example, this provision of same sex marriages is strongly opposed by almost all 

Malawians including those in the present Government. We are therefore surprised and shocked that the 

President has decided that this stance should be reconsidered. Let us state once again that not all donor 

dictates are in the best interest of Malawi. There are some cases where we would rather remain poor 

than adopt wholesale what the donors force us to accept. 

 

Another indication that this Government has no respect for good governance is the manner in which the 

so called Government of National Unity (GNU) was established. As we are aware, when a government is 

establishing a GNU, there is need to engage in a dialogue with the relevant parties concerned. The 

manner in which this is being pursued however, quite clearly aims at establishing a one party state. We 

are determined to resist. We were shocked for instance that our Leader of Opposition has declared that 
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he does not intend to oppose the Government in any way. This therefore is another example of the 

establishment of monolithic politics in Malawi. 

 

Mr. Speaker Sir, we have noted in the speech of the President on page 8 under item (f) that she stated 

that she wrote “to political parties to nominate candidates to be considered for appointment as Malawi 

Electoral Commission Commissioners”. DPP received such a letter and provided names. However, we 

are surprised that what has emerged is a highly politicized commission including current senior political 

office bearers of political parties. Hence, it is felt that the letter requesting us to provide names was 

merely window dressing and not done in good faith. Some of these officers have openly declared that 

their political objective will remain to ensure defeat of DPP. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to applaud the President for acknowledging in her speech under the 

GENERAL BACKGROUND that the Bingu Administration made some notable achievements throughout 

most of the period but experienced challenges in 2011/2012. Having said so, she contradicts herself in 

her introduction by saying that "many of our country men and women have lived in this county as 

destitute". The only challenge we are aware of which occurred during 2011/12 was the shortage of fuel 

and forex One cannot expect that a country cannot experience challenges. We are aware that many 

countries are currently experiencing various challenges in Europe but what is important is that there 

should be a political will to deal with those challenges. Similarly, it was not a surprise for this country 

which has achieved successes over a long period of time to experience difficulties and the Bingu 

administration had the political will to deal with those problems. In fact at the time of the death of the 

former late President the two problems of shortage of forex and fuel had been found and about to be 

implemented. We notice that the current Government through the civil service is implementing these 

plans. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, we appreciate that the President is continuing the programme of the late President, As 

she has aptly stated on page 6, of her speech that: "she is finishing the second half of my predecessor's 

term". Therefore, we are not surprised that there is nothing new introduced in her speech. Much of 

what is being presented as new is just a copy of what the Bingu administration was pursuing. For 

instance, the much talked about Malawi Growth and Development Strategy 11 was already finalized and 

approved by the Bingu administration. She has merely replaced the signature. Even the Nation 

Newspaper of May 18th 2012 made a similar observation that "there was nothing in the Friday Speech 

that distinctly defines Banda and the PP. Having said so, we are not saying that we are against this 

Government for continuing programs of the late President but merely to emphasize that there is need 

to acknowledge the legacy of the past Bingu administration. 

 

With regard to the number of beneficiaries under the farm Input subsidy, the figure of 1.5 million has 

always been used up to last year when for obvious reasons it was reduced to 1.4 million. The change 

back to 1.5 million, should therefore, not be hailed as something new. The only difference between the 

late former President Ngwazi Professor Bingu wa Mutharika and the President is that the former 

initiated his programs and sometime challenged the IMF and the World Bank in his pursuit of what he 

considered was for the best interest of the country. A typical example is the fertilizer subsidy program 
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which was widely criticized by the donors but he pursued it anyway and achieved positive results of food 

security for the country. Similarly, he did not adopt the power transmission connection with 

Mozambique which was seen to be competing with the need for constructing our domestic facilities for 

domestic power supply. Also as referred already, he insisted that devaluation be preceded by measures 

that would mitigate the negative effect on the poor. Regrettably, we note that these donor dictates 

have now been accepted without any question and this is very unfortunate. 

 

One would also have expected that the Government would not abandon the Zero Deficit Budget in its 

totality as it was in the best interest of the country in terms of moving towards economic independence. 

What was required was to take advantage of the new developments but at the same time improve on 

the Zero Deficit Budget as the desire of any country after attaining political independence is at one time 

or another achieve also economic independence. By abandoning this Bingu initiative, this new 

government has once again shown its inability to pursue issues which would bring us towards achieving 

economic independence. Nothing can describe the necessity of the Zero Deficit Budget than what the 

President herself stated in her speech on Page10 para 4 that "we have traditionally relied on the donors 

to make up the difference. This is not only unsustainable in economic terms but also makes us 

vulnerable to changes of view or fortunes outside our control". We take it that as the DPP the ZERO 

DEFICIT BUDGET is a cornerstone of PP's economic policy. Indeed it is a cornerstone of economic policies 

of every African developing country. 

 

On the quota issue, as far as we are concerned, the fact that we have boosted the number of students at 

public universities and that two more large universities will be opened within the coming year, the 

quota system has ceased to operate. We are surprised therefore, that this matter is the subject of 

discussion. We would have expected that the President would outrightly declare its abolishment. 

 

As far as we are concerned there is no need to comment on the programs in the various ministries and 

which are being pursued as a follow-up of the Malawi Growth and Development Strategy II, because 

these are the Bingu administration's programs. Also on the short term measures we will comment after 

the Minister of Finance speech because as they say the devil is in the details. 

 

With these few remarks, the DPP supports the adoption of the speech of the President. 

 


