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PREAMBLE 

Mr. Speaker Sir, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to you for giving me this 

opportunity to respond to the State of the Nation Address delivered by the State President, 

Her Excellency Mrs Joyce Banda on Friday, 18th May, 2012. 

 

Mr Speaker Sir, before I proceed with delivering my response to the State of the Nation 

Address allow me to convey, on behalf of the Malawi Congress Party and the entire 

Opposition and on my own behalf, my sincere and heartfelt condolences to the State 

President, Her Excellency Mrs Joyce Banda, the Speaker of the National Assembly, the 

Mutharika family and the entire nation over the sudden death and passing on of the former 

Head of State, His Excellency Professor Bingu wa Mutharika. 

 

Mr Speaker Sir, allow me to express my sincere congratulations to Her Excellency the State 

President on her ascendency to the highest office of the President of the Republic of 

Malawi. What we have witnessed over the past month is a clear testimony that good will 

always triumph over evil. Mr Speaker Sir, this is the working of the hand of God at its best. 

When God says yes, no one can say no. 

 

Mr Speaker Sir, I would like also to offer my hearty congratulations all those that have been 

appointed into the cabinet as ministers and deputy ministers. The expectations and 

aspirations of all Malawians are that members of Her Excellency’s cabinet will render the 

much desired support to the president as she steers this country from the challenges we are 

facing. 

 

Mr Speaker Sir, the State of the Nation Address affords us with an occasion to take stock of 

what we have done and how we have performed the past year, and  also provides us with 

an opportunity on how we can chart our way forward as a nation.  

 

Mr Speaker Sir, over the past few years, we witnessed a nation maturing itself into a mess 

by the deliberate policies and ambitions of those that were entrusted with the authority to 

govern us all. I am extremely happy to state that every impunity has its end. The end of an 
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era of oppression, suppression and depression has beckoned the dawn of new hope and a 

new Malawi where every person can have his/her dignity and freedom back. 

 

Mr Speaker Sir, I feel confident to stand before this Honourable House and before the 

people of this nation because for once, after this past regime, we have a government that is 

committed to restore the rule of law and ensure freedom for its people. We have a 

government that says anybody, regardless of political affiliation, can be covered by our 

public broadcaster, the Malawi Broadcasting Corporation. We have a government that 

would want to treat the sons and daughters of this country on the same basis without 

promoting one tribe or clan above others. We have a government that is committed to 

listen to its people. I sincerely commend government for this commitment. 

 

STATE OF THE ECONOMY 

Mr Speaker Sir, allow me to give an overview of the state of Malawi economy. Up to 2010 

the country’s economic growth averaged 7.6 per cent per annum. This was very 

commendable in light of the numerous challenges the world economy faces over that 

period. However, in 2011 there was unprecedented economic downturn that saw the 

country’s economic growth plunging from 6.7 per cent in 2010 to about 4.3 per cent. 

 

As we witnessed this economic turmoil, one question that most Malawians were asking was 

that what had gone wrong. The government at that time gave the nation a number of 

theories to explain the nightmares Malawians were experiencing. These explanations 

ranged from economic sabotage by the opposition, the civil society and some ill-willed 

Malawians to “Satan had sat on us”. While the people of this great nation were sleeping in 

filling stations in anticipation for a litre of fuel, running from one hospital to another in 

search of a tablet of aspirin, queuing for a packet of sugar, and the list can go on, the 

privileged few were jumping from one plane to another and from one conference to 

another proclaiming that the Malawi economy is right on track.  

 

Mr Speaker Sir, what was so disheartening, if I may use that word, is that when the whole 

nation was expecting the government to give us some word of hope by outlining the 

measures that were being put in place regarding the fiscal and monetary policies aimed at 
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addressing these challenges, our government was busy castigating the Church, the civil 

society, the opposition and some of our development partners while continuing declaring 

the works of their hands at the expense of the daily livelihood of the sons and daughters of 

this nation. 

 

Mr Speaker Sir, the economic downturn can be attributed to several factors. Firstly, the 

mainstay of our economy, the agricultural sector in general and the tobacco industry in 

particular, did not get the right attention. There was a great mismatch among the key 

factors for sustainable agricultural growth to support our economy. While we were able to 

achieve food security at national level, which is commendable, the government failed to 

render the much needed support to our agricultural commercial sector which is a key to 

industrial growth and the export market. This is an area that we, as Malawi Congress Party, 

would love to render our support to the government of Her Excellency the State President, 

Mrs Joyce Banda.  

 

Secondly, poor fiscal and monetary policies that also led to strained relations with some of 

our development partners. These poor policies manifested themselves in shortage of forex, 

drugs in hospitals, erratic and intermittent fuel supplies, and general rise in prices of 

essential commodities. 

 

Mr Speaker Sir, it is an open secret that we, as a nation, were driven into this economic 

mess because of greed and selfish ambitions of the privileged few.  

 

Mr Speaker Sir, as the opposition both in Parliament and outside Parliament, together with 

the Church, the civil society and the media, we did as much as we could to raise the signals 

that things were off track but we had a government that did not know what, when and how 

to listen to its people. The irony of this whole episode is that some of those that were 

championing the course of the past government with fervency are acting like angels today.  

 

Mr Speaker Sir, I will be failing myself and the nation if I cannot applaud those that faced the 

blunt of the past government for refusing to endorse the laws and policies that were meant 

to perpetuate the sufferings of the people of this country. Some of our Honourable 
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colleagues and many of the sons and daughters of this great nation put their lives on the 

line for saying no to a regime that was determined to destroy and to take away the very 

essence of our hard won democracy; that is our dignity and freedom. 

 

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY 

Mr Speaker Sir, let me focus on agriculture. Agriculture remains the mainstay of Malawi’s 

economy, accounting for a 32% share of GDP with 60% of the total exports coming from 

tobacco alone. Tobacco has been, and will continue to be the major forex earner for this 

country. I, therefore, sincerely commend the government for restoring order and sanity to 

the tobacco marketing system. Our smallholder farmers have the reason to go back home 

happy and with a sense of hope for the future as the tobacco prices are more promising this 

year than the past few years. 

 

Mr Speaker Sir, as we are all aware, Malawi’s agriculture sector is dualistic in nature that 

comprises of the smallholder farmers and large-scale farming. Smallholder agriculture 

comprises of over 3 million farming families who are mostly subsistence farmers that need 

some safety net. However, smallholder farmers account for 80% of the country’s food 

production, 10% of the export earnings and 90% of agricultural workforce. If we pride 

ourselves as a nation that we have managed to achieve food security at household and 

national levels, it is the efforts of these smallholder farmers. As Malawi Congress Party, any 

policy or programme that aims at supporting these smallholder farmers will always be 

welcome. It is, therefore, praiseworthy that the government will not only continue with the 

Farm Input Subsidy Programme but also the number of beneficiaries has been increased 

from 1.4 million to 1.5 million. Obviously, this will go a long way in supporting some 3 

million farming families in this country.  

 

Mr Speaker Sir, I would like also to applaud government for setting up the Cotton 

Development Fund that aims at promoting the growing of cotton even in areas that, 

traditionally, were not cotton growing areas. Cotton is another crop that is predominantly 

grown by smallholder farmers in Malawi. This is another initiative that we would like to 

render our support as it will also go a long way in alleviating the plight of our people in the 

rural farming areas. 
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Mr Speaker Sir, it is pleasing to note that the current government has put in place measures 

that aim at spurring industrial development in the agriculture sector. Some of the areas that 

need serious attention if we are to promote industrial development in the agriculture sector 

are: 

 Investment in research and technology should be taken as critical component in the 

development of the agriculture sector. One of the challenges facing the country is 

availability of certified seed for the various crops we are promoting. There should be 

adequate financial support to our research stations in the country. 

 

 Promotion of mechanisation in agriculture for both rain-fed and irrigation farming is 

commendable initiative by the government. The challenges of climate change 

necessitate us all to embrace irrigation not as an option but the way to do farming in 

the country. 

 

 Resuscitating and investing in agriculture extension services will be pivotal in 

supporting our farmers, especially the smallholder farmers, with knowledge and 

skills for the promotion of modern agronomic best practices. I would like to appeal 

to government to seriously look into this as well. 

 

 Development of structured and regulated marketing systems is critical for ensuring 

that our farmers have steady and reliable market for their commodities. ADMARC 

would play critical role in this respect. I would love to see ADMARC resuscitated to 

provide regular and reliable market for farmers. 

 

 Development of an agriculture credit system to provide the finance for agriculture 

production is another key element in developing agriculture in the country. 

Meaningful agriculture is not possible in the absence of proper financing 

mechanisms. 

 

Mr Speaker Sir, going by reports monitored on our Malawi Broadcasting Corporation it is 

pleasing to note that government has sent a delegation to Zimbabwe to negotiate the 
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settlement of the long overdue debt that the Government of Zimbabwe owes us through 

the sale of maize. These are some of the steps that we, in the opposition, feel it is important 

to support government’s efforts in cleaning the mess that was created by the past 

government. 

 

EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Mr Speaker Sir, I now turn to education, science and technology. Education is the centre pin 

of the socio-economic and political development of any country. I would like to commend 

government for its continued commitment to improving education facilities and standards 

where a number of classrooms, teacher houses and administration blocks have been 

constructed. We hope that more resources will be given to the Ministry of Education, 

Science and Technology so that more classrooms, teacher houses and administration blocks 

are constructed across the country equitably. 

 

Mr Speaker Sir, one sad thing is that, while government and other stakeholders are striving 

to increase access to equitable education, there seem to be an increase in cases of 

indiscipline among students in most secondary schools. Cases of vandalism of school 

properties are still common. In the past one week alone we have heard of three cases of 

violence and murder among secondary students where lives have been lost in Balaka, Dedza 

and Chitipa. I would like to ask government to come up measures that will ensure that such 

cases do not recur in future. Why should we lose young lives like this? 

 

Mr Speaker Sir, while I applaud government for the strides it is making in improving 

education standard in the country, allow me to express my concern with the lack of 

information on the progress of the five universities the past government promised the 

nation. Of the five universities we only hear of Malawi University of Science and Technology. 

Where are the others? 

 

HEALTH 

Mr Speaker Sir, I now turn over to health. It is pleasing to note that the government has put 

in place measures to address some of the critical challenges the health sector in Malawi has 

been facing. Some of the challenges this nation has been grappling with are: 
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 Poor and inadequate health facilities 

 High mortality rate among under five children 

 Maternal health and safe motherhood 

 HIV and AIDS 

 Malaria 

 

The issues of shortage of drugs, welfare of our medical personnel, and health equipment 

and facilities in our hospitals have been raised now and again both here in Parliament and 

outside Parliament with little change. Our hope is now in the government of Her Excellency 

the State President because the State of the Nation Address she delivered in this August 

House outlines her government’s commitment to addressing these challenges.  

 

The aspirations and expectations of the people of Malawi are that when they go to health or 

medical facilities they should be assisted accordingly, and not to be told to go to a particular 

pharmaceutical supplier to buy their medicines.  

 

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION 

Mr Speaker Sir, I now focus on transport and communication. As we are all aware transport 

and communication is another key factor in facilitating the development of any country. We 

are pleased to note that government recognises the need for a well coordinated transport 

system in the country as outlined in Her Excellency The President, Mrs Joyce Banda’s State 

of the Nation Address. However, we feel the government needs to come out clearly on the 

state of the numerous road projects which were initiated in the run up to the 2009 General 

Elections but are still unfinished to date.  

 

Rail Transport 

Mr Speaker Sir, we seem to be all in agreement that rail transport is an equally important 

component of the transport infrastructure, and we applaud government for investing a lot 

in developing the rail system in the country by rehabilitating the Salima-Lilongwe railway 

line. However, reports seem to suggest that the Salima-Lilongwe railway line is not 

functional as it was envisaged. There is little or no traffic on this railway line. I would like to 
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appeal to the government to give the nation comprehensive statement on the state of the 

rail transport in the country. 

 

Air Transport 

Mr Speaker Sir, allow me commend government for the rehabilitations that are going on at 

our two international airports of Kamuzu International Airport and Chileka International 

Airport. We further applaud government for the acquisition and replacement of airport 

navigation equipment at the two airports. 

 

While these developments are taking place which are aimed at improving the infrastructure 

at our airports, we would like to call on government to restore the dignity of our only flag 

carrier, Air Malawi. Air Malawi has been sailing in turbulent waters for sometime. What 

rescue plans are there? 

Communication 

Mr Speaker Sir, while we take pride in the strides we have made in the development of our 

telecommunications industry, we note with sadness how the ordinary Malawians are being 

ripped off by the telecommunications service providers by way of exorbitant charge rates. 

Mobile telephone rates are one of the highest in the sub-saharan region and yet the quality 

of services are below standards when we compare with our neightbours. 

 

FOREIGN POLICY 

Mr Speaker Sir, let me now focus on the country’s foreign policy. I commend the 

government of Her Excellency the State President for ensuring that the strained relations 

with our neighbouring countries and development partners are normalised. As Malawi 

Congress Party, the cardinal point of our policy had been, and still is, good neighbourliness. 

As stated earlier, some of the challenges the nation has been riddled with emanate from the 

poor and ill-conceived foreign policies of the past government. 

 

Finally Mr Speaker Sir, allow me to conclude by saying this. As a nation we are coming out of 

a socio-economic mess, the expectations and aspirations of the people of Malawi is that we 

should not take them back from where we have been. This new government is a beckon of 

hope for Malawi. We believe a new dawn has come for all Malawians. The State President 
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has outlined numerous measures that are aimed at addressing the challenges the nation has 

been facing in recent years. She has set the tone for the new government and new Malawi. 

 

Mr Speaker Sir, I thank you sincerely for giving me this opportunity to respond to the State 

of the Nation Address delivered in this August House by the State President, Her Excellency 

Mrs Joyce Banda on 18th May, 2012. 

 

I thank all Honourable Members for their attention. Thanks you very much. 

God bless Malawi, and bless you all. 


